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Former president Jaime Paz Zamora (1989-1993) announced on Jan. 25 that he is re-entering politics
after a self- imposed exile of nearly one year. Paz Zamora also said he will voluntarily submit to
a congressional trial on charges that he covered up ties between drug traffickers and members
of his Movimiento de Izquierda Revolucionario (MIR). Meanwhile, government investigations
continue into alleged drug-related corruption by ex-members of Paz Zamora's administration.
Paz Zamora went into political exile in March 1994 after charges surfaced that he was friends with
drug traffickers Carmelo "Meco" Dominguez and Isaac "Oso" Chavarria, both currently serving
sentences for drug trafficking in the Chonchocoro maximum security prison near La Paz. Paz
Zamora has maintained he is innocent of the charges and claims he is "a victim of political infamy."
"I have decided as of this moment to resume the exercise of my rights to political action and
freedom of expression," Paz Zamora said in announcing his decision to re-enter public life. The
former president also requested that the president of the legislature, Victor Hugo Cardenas, initiate
an immediate high-level investigation into the charges against him, his family, and other MIR
members, "without waiting until some citizen or parliamentarian calls for a hearing." However, on
Jan. 19, Cardenas responded that he has already received new allegations against Paz Zamora from
a lawyer, Humberto Trigo. "My job is to comply with the Constitution and the law, and until now
no basis had existed to bring charges against Paz Zamora," said Cardenas. "Nevertheless, we will
review very carefully the new charges by Trigo to decide whether to proceed."
Accusations against Paz Zamora, Oscar Eid Franco, and several other MIR members first arose in
February 1994 when Dominguez testified that he and Chavarria had given substantial amounts of
money toward financing Paz Zamora's 1989 successful presidential campaign. After Dominguez's
testimony, the congressional Constitution Committee investigated the charges. On Dec. 15 the
Committee recommended that Eid Franco and five other MIR members be tried under the Law
Regulating Coca and Controlled Substances, known as Law 1008. Eid Franco admitted having
accepted contributions from Chavarria, which he called "bad judgement," but insisted that he was
unaware of Chavarria's drug ties at the time. On Dec. 26, more than 20 members of the anti-drug
unit Fuerza Especial de Lucha Contra el Narcotrafico (FELCN) arrived at Eid Franco's home on the
outskirts of La Paz and arrested him under provisions of Law 1008.
The law, termed "draconian" by many legal experts, allows the immediate arrest of anyone
suspected of having ties to drug dealers. On Jan. 9, the prosecutor attached to FELCN also issued a
judicial order against Rosario and Edith Paz Zamora, sisters of the former president, as well as eight
other MIR leaders: Elmer Saucedo Montoya, Hugo Munoz Leano, Jorge Mendez, Jorge Velasquez
Benavides, Edgar Fernandez Lazcano, Samuel Doria Medina, Erwin Saucedo Hurtado, and Marcelo
Paz Navajas. The court order prohibits those named from leaving the country. However, on Jan. 11,
the head of FELCN, Renato Lopez Leyton, resigned, citing "psychological pressure" that threatened
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to compromise his "moral and professional principles." The resignation came after the minister of
government criticized Lopez Leyton for ordering the arrest of Eid Franco. Meanwhile, on Feb. 1, the
Bolivian Supreme Court ordered the extradition to the US of another Paz Zamora associate, Col.
Faustino Rico Toro, former head of Bolivian anti- narcotics operations. Rico Toro, who has been in
jail in Bolivia since his arrest in March 1994, now faces trial in the US on charges of operating a drug
trafficking ring tied to Chavarria. It will be the first time a former Bolivian government official will
be extradited to the US.
According to sworn testimony before the Bolivian Congress, Paz Zamora met with Chavarria in
1991 and agreed to his request to name Rico Toro to head the government anti-drug operations.
However, within two weeks of his appointment, Rico Toro was forced to resign when the US
threatened to cut off all economic aid. Rico Toro was also head of military intelligence under the
dictatorship of Gen. Luis Garcia Meza, currently in a Brazilian jail awaiting extradition to Bolivia
to face charges for human rights abuses. (Sources: Reuter, Inter Press Service, 01/10/95; Notimex,
12/16/94, 01/19/95; Agence France- Presse, 12/26/94, 12/29/94, 01/10/95, 01/26/95; Associated Press,
02/01/95)
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